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Church Staff 

Dr. Stephen Jones                                    Pastor                                   
Bill Coward                                   Music Director 
Sherrie Finnicum                   Preschool Director 
Cathy Kendall                             Office Manager 
Diane Paulino       Office/Membership Secretary 
Bill Coward                                          Custodian 
Billy Marigny                                 Youth Director 

October Birthdays 
 2— Steve Hanks, Rebeckah Vitucci 

 4—Patty Lopez 

 5—Audrey Sullivan, David Cabrera 

 6—Tia Kim 

14—Joshua Caldwell 

17—Troy Wilson 

24—Tim Pastana 

26—Erica Zolnierek 

28—Greg Sanford, Jennifer Sanford,             

 Bonnie Butler 

29—Michael Finnicum 

30—Martha Lipka, Judith Hightower,           

 Kathi Vitucci 

Nov 4—Brianna Stagnaro-Green 

Nov 6—Sherrie Finnicum 

Nov 7—Berdena Joplin 

Happy Anniversary 
Oct 3—Clay & Ilona Pollard 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 

Bible Study—9:15AM 

Morning Worship—10:30AM 

Evening Worship—6:30PM 

Wednesday 

Prayer Meeting—6:30PM 

W.A.C.—6:30PM 

(for all Middle & High Schoolers) 

 

(510) 523-7858 

www.CentralAlameda.org 

Staff Anniversaries 
October 1—Sarah Castaneda, Wee Care   

       Teacher Assistant, 2 years! 

Return Service Requested 

celebrate ● believe ● connect 
 

     Jesus was too late.  He had been notified.  The message was sent and Jesus received the message.  But He 

did nothing.  The message was urgent – a dear friend was very sick. But Jesus failed to go heal Lazarus.  In 

fact, He stayed at the same place for two more days!  Finally Jesus told His disciples it was time to go.  But by 

that time Lazarus was dead and Jesus knew it.  The opportunity for a healing miracle was lost. 
 

     Why did the Lord wait too long to act?  We know He didn’t even have to travel to Mary and Martha’s home 

to heal their brother.  He could have performed the miracle with only a thought or a word and Lazarus would 

have lived.  But Jesus waited, He took His time. 
 

     There’s a good lesson in John 11 about God’s timing.  What Jesus really wanted the disciples to learn, 

though, was not about timing. Read the purpose in His own words: “I am glad for your sakes that I was not 

there, that you may believe.”  (John 11:15) Jesus wanted the disciples to believe!  The health of a man was not 

the most important point.  It was more important that the followers of Jesus believe in Him.  And Jesus would 

help them believe when He did much more than make a man well.  Jesus would bring a dead man out of the 

grave – four days after death! 
 

     Believe means to be firmly persuaded as to something, to trust, or have faith in something or someone.  To 

believe involves faith and obedience.  We need to believe in Jesus, and we must help others believe.  Our very 

lives depend on belief in the Lord Jesus.  Belief, faith, and obedience are expressed by believers through evan-

gelism and discipleship. 
 

     In the spring of 2006, SeaWorld opened the Believe Shamu killer whale show 

called Believe.  The show was intended to focus attention on “that moment when 

something happens that changes your life completely.”  Believe opened by telling 

the story of a boy who is drawn to the Alaskan killer whales.  He carves a whale 

tail fluke out of a small piece of driftwood.  Ultimately, that carving becomes a 

pendent that the boy proudly wears as he grows up to become a SeaWorld whale 

trainer. 
 

     The word Believe is projected on the high tech screens just as a live killer whale jumps out of the water.  

According to a press release Believe was to “take guests on a journey in which they feel all dreams are possible 

if you only believe.” 
 

     That Shamu show was indeed inspiring when I saw it a few years ago.  But just as the healing of Lazarus 

was not the urgent need, working with a trained whale – as exciting as that must be – is not the most life chang-

ing event possible.  The most life changing moment is when Jesus gives life.  Now that’s a reason to believe! 
 

Pastor Stephen 

Keynotes from 
Pastor Stephen  



    How Do you Define “Hope”? 

 

     Sometimes it’s hard to explain 
hope—just what is hope, anyway?  
The cutest illustration of hope I’ve 
found is about a little boy who was 
standing at the foot of the escalator in 
a big department store, intently 
watching the handrail.  He never took 
his eyes off the handrail as the escala-
tor kept going around and around.  A 
salesperson saw him and finally asked 
him if he was lost.  The little fellow re-
plied, “Nope.  I’m just waiting for my 
chewing gum to come back.” 
 
     If your face is in the dust, if you are 
in a wringer situation, be like the little 
boy waiting for his chewing gum to 
come back.  Stand firm, be patient, 
and trust God.  Then get busy with 
your life…there is work to do! 
 
     A great place to start could be on 
October 31st at the Harvest Festival.  
Help with a booth, set up, clean up 
and make sure to bring your family 
and friends.  It should be a lot of fun! 
 
     Have a great month, 
 

 

Sherrie &  
Wee Care Ministry Staff 

The end of the year is coming up 
fast, it is already October…yikes!   We 
have many opportunities for service this 
month! Volunteer to work at an all Church 
Garage Sale Oct. 22

nd
, all proceeds help 

the youth department.  Harvest festival is 
another great opportunity for students to 
serve and have a good time, lots of food 
and free candy bring a friend and let’s help 
out!  Tsunami student conference is com-
ing up! Be prepared for 3 days of worship, 
inflatables, and Bible study super sessions!   

Thank you for all your prayers over 
the past month and please be in prayer for 
us as we lose a beloved youth worker, Mrs. 
Kendall and hopefully soon welcome 
someone new to the youth department!    

 
Some upcoming events this month: 
-Tsunami Student Conference sign 

 ups $85 ($20 deposit Due now) 
-Fuge 2012 Sign ups $50 Deposit  
-Church Garage Sale Oct. 22 - Need 

 volunteers to help.  Please sign up 
 for a two hour block or stay the 
 whole day!  

-Harvest Festival Oct. 31, 6:15PM-
 8:15PM.  We will need volunteers  
 before, during, and after! 

-WAC – Wednesdays 6:30PM  
-Sunday School – Sundays 9:15AM 
 

Keep the youth department in your 

prayers as we work with students and par-

ents to help bring them into a closer rela-

tionship with God.   

     Billy 

October 15th Central is hosting 

the East Bay Baptist               

Associations Annual Meeting 

8:00 AM to 3:00PM 

All CBC members are encour-

aged to attend.  If you would 

like to be a Messenger to the 

meeting, please call the church 

office to let us know so you can 

be elected. 

Harvest 
Festival  

 
Time for fun 

and games! 
 

Monday, October 31st 
6:15PM to 8:15PM 

 
Volunteers needed for                        

Set up, clean up, game booths,            
Popcorn machine, Cotton candy,                 

snow cone machine 

 September was a great month at Chil-
dren’s Central!  The kids enjoyed making crafts 
and learning new ways to show their love for 
God.  October is looking to be just as excited. 
Life Lessons of the Month: 
 October 2nd- Worshiping God Regu-
larly:  David and the people rejoice (1 Chroni-
cles 16) The children will make a “worship 
whatnot” to use as a tool to share all the 
places you can go to worship. 
 October 9th- Learning to Give:  a widow 
gives all (Luke 21:1-4) This week the kids will 
make cards which they will give to people 
they’re thankful for. 
 October 16th- Following Jesus’ Exam-
ple:  John Baptizes Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) 
We will be making a craft based on the ABS’s 
of becoming a Christian; the kids will be en-
couraged to bring their craft to school and 
share what they made with their friends. 
 October 23rd- Working Hard:  The peo-
ple rebuilt the wall (Nehemiah 1-2; 6:15-16) 
This week the children will be playing a Bible 
drill game. 
 October 30th- Feeling Anxious:  Do not 
worry (Matthew 6:25-34) The kids will make a 
beautiful flower craft that will display their 
memory verse for the week. 
MEMORY VERSES 
Parents please work with your children with 
memorizing their weekly memory verses be-
fore Sunday school. 
10/02:  Psalm 95:6 
10/09:  2 Corinthians 9:7 
10/16:  Acts 2:38 
10/23:  Proverbs 14:23 
10/30:  1 Peter 5:7 

 

Monica & Children’s Central 

Operation 

Christmas  

Child 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collection of shoeboxes, gifts, and 

shipping cost has already begun! 

Everything needs to be collected 

by November 6th.          

See our OCC page at 

www.CentralAlameda.org             

for details 

Bowling Anyone? 
Saturday, October 29th, 3PM 

South Shore Bowling Alley 

 
Watch for more 

info in the bulletin 

Sponsored by the 

Women’s Ministry 


